
2012 Text4baby State Enrollment Contest 
Small State Winner: South Dakota 

 
Each year, approximately 12,000 babies are born in South Dakota. According to data from March of 
Dimes’ Peristats, unfortunately, 10.9% of those births are pre-term, 5.8% of babies are born at a low 
birth weight, and 8.3 per 1,000 babies die before their first birthday.  These statistics highlight the 
need for innovative strategies at the state level to improve maternal and infant health. 
 
2012 Text4baby State Enrollment Contest 
On May 17, 2012, in honor of Mother’s Day and National Women’s Health Week, the National Healthy 
Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition announced the launch of the 2012 Text4baby State Enrollment 
Contest at a Congressional Briefing hosted at the U.S. Senate. The contest, which ended on October 
22nd, is a national competition that aimed to reach more pregnant women and moms with important 
health information through text4baby.  
 
States competed in the contest in three distinct groups of states/territories. The groups were 
determined based on the overall distribution of 2009 live births with the goal of generating 
competition between states with similar numbers of estimated new pregnancies and new infants. 
States were ranked based on how many new users enrolled in text4baby in each state during the 
contest period as a percentage of eligible moms (based on a calculation of estimated pregnancies 
and live births for each state). South Dakota competed in the small state category along with: WV, HI, 
ME, NH, MT, DE, RI, AK, DC, ND, WY, VT, VI.  
 
Enrollment Numbers 
South Dakota won the small state category by enrolling 542 new moms into the text4baby service 
during the contest period. With a 39.62% increase, total enrolled users went from 1,368 to 1,910.   
 
Promotional Activities during the Contest Period 
South Dakota initiated a variety of text4baby promotional activities, including distributing materials at 
events and meetings to promote the service. South Dakota Department of Health (SD DOH) 
disseminated text4baby information, posters, and tear pads to members of the South Dakota Infant 
Mortality Task Force , WIC offices, domestic violence shelters and to the Teddy Bear Den in Sioux 
Falls, a program that gives pregnant women incentives (infant furniture, products, etc.) for 
participation in health promotion activities. They also encouraged school nurses to share text4baby 
with all young families by promoting the service in school newsletters, parent/teacher conferences, 
and other school events.  
 
SD DOH has included text4baby materials in the Bright Start box, which is sent to parents of 
newborns in the state to provide them with health and parenting information.  SD DOH also included 
text4baby materials in packets sent to providers and organized a text4baby display at the annual 
state Perinatal Association Conference, where they encouraged prenatal care providers, nursery 
staff, and postpartum unit staffs to promote the service.  
 
Congratulations to SD DOH and the other South Dakota text4baby partners for their great work 
throughout the contest. 
 
Text4baby State Partners in South Dakota: 

 State of South Dakota Department of Health* 
 DAKOTACARE 
 Medica  

                                                                                                                                                             


